Application No. 10/666,256 

Reply to Office Action of February 7, 2008 

IN THE SPECIFICATION 
Please amend the paragraph at page 11, lines 8-13, as follows: 

The belt 52, support rollers 26 through 29, image transfer rollers 51M through 51Bk, 
springs 53M through 53Bk, belt holding members 7M through 7Y and pressing means 37M 
through 37Y constitute the image transferring unit 34 mentioned earlier. In FIG. [[39]] I, 
cleaning means 39 cleans the belt 52 after image transfer. 

Please amend the Abstract at page 33, lines 1-17, as follows: 
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ABSTRACT 

An image forming apparatus of the present invention includes a plurality of image 
carriers arranged side by side and a charging m e ans device , exposing m e ans device and 
developing m e ans device arranged around each image carrier. An image transferring unit 
includes an image transfer belt and a plurality of bias applying members for applying image 
transfer biases to image transfer nips formed between the bias applying members and the 
image carriers, which face each other with the intermediary of the image transfer belt. Each 
image transferring member has an axis positioned downstream, in the direction of movement 
of the image transfer belt, of a virtual vertical line extending from the axis of the associated 
image carrier downward. At least two of the bias applying members are provided with 
respective belt holding members at the downstream side in the direction of movement of the 
image transfer belt. 
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